Article 2 - Why names matter: The fight at Clemson over iconic university building named after racist governor by Valerie Strauss

[image: https://img.washingtonpost.com/wp-apps/imrs.php?src=https://img.washingtonpost.com/rf/image_908w/2010-2019/WashingtonPost/2015/02/26/Interactivity/Images/iStock_000000629899_Medium1424971691.jpg&w=1484]	There has been a heated debate at Clemson University playing out over whether the name of an iconic building, Tillman Hall, should be changed because its namesake, Benjamin Tillman, was a former South Carolina governor (1890-94) who was a vicious racist. Students and teachers are pushing for a change, while the head of the school’s Board of Trustees, David Wilkins, said the name would not be changed, according to the Greenville News.
	Tillman, instrumental in the founding of Clemson, frequently said publicly, and while he was a state senator, that blacks should be exterminated if they did not agree to domination by whites. The issue of renaming the building, now the home of most of the Education Department, has been controversial this semester after students, on the first day of school, presented administrators with a list of demands that included a demand to rename Tillman, according to the News. Since then, various groups on campus, including the Graduate Student Association and the Faculty Senate, have voted in support of a name change.
	Should the name be changed? 
	The current debate over renaming Tillman Hall at Clemson University is yet another moment about the intersections of memory, history, and names. Possibly lost in the Tillman debate is the wider issue it represents.
[bookmark: _GoBack]“It’s true, South Carolinians would do well to remember Tillman’s legacy,” argues Paul Bowers, addressing directly the naming of Tillman Hall:
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It’s another thing entirely for it to be named after Tillman, a progenitor and perpetuator of American apartheid who led lynch mobs during Reconstruction and boasted about it until his dying day.
	Remembering history, the worst scars of history, is different than honoring those scars of history. And naming — whether it be a person’s name or a building’s — treads a thin line between remembering (as not to make the same mistake again) and honoring.
	The South presents a history that must not be forgotten, but includes much that should not be honored — including the person, ideologies, acts, and name of Benjamin Tillman.
	Remembering in order to remain steadfast against the mistakes of the past does not require the echo of names, and renaming becomes an act of defiance and recognition.
	The call to rename Tillman Hall, then, is not about erasing or forgetting, but about the baptism of re-naming as an act of courage, a claiming of honor too often denied and too often ignored. 
	[I]t is, admittedly, a difficult task to try to tell people the truth and it is clear that most Southern politicians have no intention of attempting it….
	This failure to look reality in the face diminishes a nation as it diminishes a person. Renaming is a baptism long overdue in the Bible Belt.
image1.jpeg




image2.jpeg




